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Good morning, Jim. 

I wanted to let you know that I have reached out to EPA Headquarters in D.C. to get samples of "comfort letters" that 

EPA has issued to local governments such as the Town of Kearny in a situation like this where the Town is concerned 

about exposure to CERCLA liability when foreclosing on a Superfund site. As I have explained previously to you, there is 

EPA guidance on this issue, which I've sent you, that specifically notes that there is an exception to liability in the 

statute. Despite this exception, EPA can also issue what we call a "comfort letter" to the Town of Kearny that provides 

additional comfort to the town. 

I also wanted to get an update from you on when we can expect to receive the Town's comments on the draft 
MOA. Please understand that the MOA is a "model" document and that we do not have the ability to diverge too much 

from it without a significant reason and usually an additional clearance from EPA HQs. That is why I am suggesting that 

EPA issue a comfort letter as mentioned above. 

Thanks, 

Frances 
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